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Eskimo Walrus Commission (EWC) represents 19 walrus hunting coastal <
communities in Western and Northern Alaska. Due to budget constraints,
EWC currently employs 1 staff position (Director) to maintain daily office Eskimo Walrus Commission
operations. "To protect the pacific walrus population.”

The following are EWC administrative activities to date (some related to Agreement objectives):

Canceled Marine Mammal Ordinance workshop on St. Lawrence Island scheduled in January due to federal
shutdown - rescheduled mid-spring. Attended several conference call workshop planning meetings with
others involved in the workshop. Communicated frequently with MMAC Chairs Larry Kava/Savoonga and
Iver Campbell/Gambell on MMAC-workshop plans, location, and other logistics.
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Contlnue working with USFWS to resolve yearly cooperatlve agreement budget deficit to financially
stabilize EWC. Ongoing task by staff to seek other funding sources.

Continue responding to inquiries on marine mammal issues with MAP-UAF and Kawerak Subsistence
program including marine mammal carcass coastal surveys, harmful algal bloom, saxitoxin, and climate
related challenges.

Remain proactive in discussions/meetings on increased vessel traffic in the Arctic in other forums to
discuss impacts to walrus and harvesting activities.

Continue communicating with Native Villages of Gambell and Savoonga to seek multi-year funds to discuss
capacity building for the local management structure and potential expansion of the Tribal Marine
Mammal Ordinances in other member communities.

Contact other marine mammal commissions to coordinate EWC attendance at their annual meetings and
communicate with EWC Commissioners on potential issues for EWC to further collaborate.
Communicate with Strategies 360 on EWC website, Facebook posts, and additional media training.



Significant Impacts to the Region

EWC conducts outreach/education on ivory ban and other issues of concern that will or can impact the food
security of subsistence users, and advocate for protecting the livelihood of Alaska Native residents and artists who
rely on marine mammal products such as walrus ivory.

Conclusion

EWC is committed to remain involved in co-management activities related to the Pacific walrus and continue
seeking adequate funds to incorporate the full interests of Alaska Natives to self-manage. Increase
communications with federal agencies and other organizations on potential research opportunities for EWC
member communities, and remain an effective organization in a changing political, environmental, and social
Arctic environment.




