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Eskimo Walrus Commission
“To protect the padific walrus populstion.”
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The Eskimo Walrus Commission (EWC) represents 19 walrus hunting coastal communities in Western and
Northern Alaska. EWC has 2 staff positions (Director and EWC Specialist) that maintain daily office operations.

The following highlights administrative activities to date:

e Following the EWC Annual Meeting in December 2015, EWC asked Kawerak’s Social Science Director, Julie
Raymond-Yakoubian, to represent them in the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s (FWS) sponsored science
committee meetings for the Endangered Species Act (ESA) listing determination for Pacific walrus.
Through Julie’s part1c1 atiofi n the ‘Omumittee, it became clear that the listing determination process was
C ional Knowledge components. EWC requested that Julie
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= v g 3

After the EWC Amnual M etmg EWC staff follq&} d
research to be included| ;m the ESA listing determina i e Service did not agree to the methods or focus
that the EWC was propqsmg for this Work, althou groun work had already been developed during the
Annual Meetmg EWC sﬁaff contacted-members.ef'the EWC E&Fe‘};@g%ge Committee for approval before
informing the FWS that the EWC would no Jén ger be mvo%}ﬁ d'1n ’che”%M ist ;‘g determination discussions
as they are currently being conducted. Thé EWC sent alk étter to Dan Ashe, Di rects r.of the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service, re%uestlng a review of the process, as t did not properly 1§1volve e EWC or Traditional

Knowledge information. i _
e The EWC was mformally contacted in ea&fly March by Robin Gregory, a consulfant from the University of

British Columbia hlregjﬂ%})y F&l who Wag beginning conversations with theg WS on e§ 1ducting a
workshop to gathey Tradj owl%ge for the ESA listing determinat féfm Robi I*équested EW(C’s
participaion 1n assisting shop E{gns and attendance. The EWC informe -___»\. of the.history
betwe%wtb@ﬁgw C and the’FWS'onithisjssue that led to EWC dlscontlnumﬁl’ats involvement ifi"az;
meetings and explamed the reasons why'a. orkshop woulmﬁ’e« nadequate%% ricellecting Traditl
Knowledge for this process. At that point R Mchose not to participate in the workshop,
he would inform the FWS that he would not par icipite elther and not contact the EWC again. The EWC

suﬁsequrently received comn;&lmcatlorg from Robm contimtting to request our partieipation insuch a

{WorkSHEp; i infeTHing the \5/0 (shgp was mogfm*g TRy ad Wt Qr WidiouE EWC ™ 1™
i aﬁtl%p(itwn “Cdrrently, EWC dc eﬁwﬂetﬁs po% orkm@p §s~§1aﬁned«%3§t te BV % S*%d%@ﬁtl%?g

L@Ql ear}%y ]une,?ax;s t%gw workshop is vn&ggag},_abdeguage met!
NTY ¥ , i mcon & n ¥e

ge;t.egm % tl,grg.go TIQW«IO& ? eﬁ;pastzf-;%pa g)é)_by the cha‘de uat@il;J,lpatL%‘gsw 2} i

"to the.ESA Jistin
i ‘const Ltatleif an%
anthropological methods.

e The EWC Director hosted the Marine Mammal Commlssmn (MMC) “Arctic Listening” session in Nome
during their Arctic communities travel in February. EWC staff also attended the Indigenous People’s
Council on Marine Mammals (IPCoOMM) meeting in Anchorage in February, which was designed to coincide
with the MMC meeting in Anchorage. IPCoMM presented issues to the MMC regarding funding and
capacity for Alaska Native Marine Mammal groups, the proper use of Traditional Knowledge in decision-
making, and several other important issues.

e The EWC Director attended the Arctic Waterways Safety Committee (AWSC) meeting in Juneau in early
March, during which time the Alaska legislature was approached for funding to support the AWSC.

e EWC staff and several subsistence hunters from the Bering Straits region attended the Arctic Science

Summit Week in Fairbanks in March, and participated in sessions on walrus research priorities, and the

walrus haul-out management needs in both Chukotka and Alaska. Walrus researchers and subsistence

advocates from Chukotka also attended and participated in these sessions.

aditiGhal Kibwledge résearch hducte f@liwiv% dcepted. ¢



e The EWC Specialist attended the Qayassiq Walrus Commission meeting in Dillingham in March and
proposed conducting Traditional Knowledge interviews in QWC communities. Approval was given by the
QWTC for this research and outreach was conducted to the communities of Manokotak, Togiak, and Twin
Hills soliciting their participation. This work is funded by a grant from ConocoPhillips and will resultin a
report in the format of the previous EWC Traditional Knowledge report, “Conserving Our Culture Through
Traditional Management.”

On-going Tasks: :
¢ Continue fo communicate with USFWS and Kawerak leadership on long-term budget issues and work
toward stabilizing EWC financially
¢ Will continue to request an extension to the ESA listing determination for Pacific walrus to ensure that the
subsistence community is properly involved in the process and that the Traditional Knowledge research
conducted for this dec1510n 1s done correctly and meanmgfully
e Respond to media ingui P
change on walru *
e Remain proactive ]
AWSC, and other { forums’ .
+ Continue working'with tk;;g/%latlve Vlllageggf Gar
Advisory Commﬁttee Meétmg in May/June 20
structure and th potengal expansion ofthe Tribal M
e (ontact other m rine mammal commlssmgs to cg@'ﬁ*dmate WC attendance at their annual meetings and
communicate with EWG Commlsswners on jp‘btentlal issues ol
e Continue working with Strategies 360 on dn updated EWC website and commumieations infrastructure, as
well as media trainihg Sg
¢ Continue working with the communities; éof Gambell, Savo
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Significant Impacts to the Region
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thus far. EWE wﬁl cont;n"ﬁ% to request an ex‘éensmn of this dead
community to be properly include, and for their Traditional Knowledge to be correctly documented and utilized in
the ESA determination.

Conclusion

The EWC remains committed to being actively involved in co-management activities related to the Pacific walrus,
including seeking funding to incorporate the interests of Alaska Natives to self-manage and to offer research
opportunities to federal agencies and other organizations. The EWC is continually working to make progress on the
strategic initiatives identified in the 2013 EWC Vision Navigation workshop, and remain an effective organization
in a changing political, environmental, and social arctic environment.



